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I. INTRODUCTION

A major division has long existed between the “establishment” of
university-based law schools, often located on pristine campuses, and
“urban” or “night” schools located in major city centers. As this article will
discuss, the early literature on the historical development of these types of
law schools revealed major differences in the social class, religious
affiliations, and ethnic characteristics of the students found in each type of
school and in the careers that the graduates then pursue. The focus today,
however, has shifted; the law school community now pays more attention to
distinctions based on rankings than to the historical differences between the
urban schools and those identified more with the legal establishment.'

The data collected to date as part of the “After the J.D. Project” provide
the opportunity to begin to examine how the historical traditions play out in
the twenty-first century legal world.? This article will review the history of
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reflect the views of individuals or organizations associated with the After the JD study.
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1. But see Randolph Jonakait, The Two Hemispheres of Legal Education and the Rise and
Fall of Local Law Schools, 51 N.Y L. SCH. L. REv. 862, 864 (contending that since graduates of
elite and prestigious schools tend to work in the corporate sector, while those from local law
schools tend to represent individuals, local law schools should aim to train their students to
become personal-client attorneys rather than corporate attorneys).

2. See RONIT DINOVITZER ET AL., AFTER THE JD: FIRST RESULTS OF A NATIONAL STUDY
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hemispheres” of the bar were divided to a great extent according to ethnic
and religious background, which also determined which law schools
students would attend.”® The urban law schools generally fed into the
“personal plight” sector of the bar, rather than the corporate sector.”*

This pattern has changed is some striking ways. There are currently
more children of immigrants in the elite law schools than in urban
schools.?*® The more elite schools, with more resources for financial aid to
go with their high prestige, also have more diverse student bodies than other
law schools.**' However, the elite law schools are less diverse in the age of
the students, the percentage of women who attend the schools, the number
of students with children, and more generally, the social class background
of the students.**? Jews and Catholics are now well-represented in the most
elite law schools.””® Interestingly, Jews remain less likely to attend the
Catholic schools, and Catholics are more likely to do so.*** Clearly, the
religious affiliation of law schools still matters to some extent, despite
strong recent focus on ratings.

The graduates of urban law schools are still more likely to serve
individuals in personal injury practice, although litigation is now common
among the graduates of many of the law schools.”* Similar to their
predecessors, today’s urban law school graduates do not obtain their early
jobs simply on the basis of their grades and the prestige of the school they
attended.’*® We see evidence that, while in law school, those without the
advantages of the most marketable credentials of grades and law school
prestige are actively accumulating social networks and building other forms
of capital.**’ Where the ties are most easily established, as may be the case

238. See supra Part 11.A. (discussing how graduates of different types of law schools typically
practiced in different types of settings).

239, See supra Part ILA. (discussing how graduates of different types of law schools typically
practiced in different types of settings).

240. See supra Part 111.B.4, II1.B.6. (discussing how many respondents were the children of
immigrants and what social class their parents belong to).

24]1. See supra Part I1I.B.4., II.B.6. (discussing law school populations and the impact on
father’s ISEI and law school attended).

242. See supra Part II1.B.1. (discussing the gender and age of respondents attending various
law schools).

243. See supra Part I1LB.5. (discussing the religion of various respondents and the law schools
that they attend).

244. See supra Part II1.B.5. (discussing the religion of various respondents and the law schools
that they attend).

245. See supra Parts I11.C, IILH. (discussing the practice settings and type of legal work
respondents perform).

246. See supra Part II1.G. (discussing the methods respondent’s use to get their jobs).

247. See supra Parts 111.G., 11112 (discussing how respondents use networking to get their
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in the Catholic schools, we especially see the prominence of social
networking.**®

One notable change from the past is that the students who attend urban
law schools do have an advantage being located in major legal markets.’”
In particular, urban law students have greater access to the once unavailable
corporate law firms than do comparable graduates from outside these urban
areas.”® This is especially true with respect to the students who come from
relatively advantaged backgrounds.”®' There is a correlation between
parents’ status and the likelihood of non-elite students to land in corporate
law firms.>*> However, the general point is an interesting reversal of the
early history. The high demand for legal services in the largest
metropolitan areas means that students who graduate from urban law
schools located in those areas have some advantages in building their
careers.

It is still early in the life of the graduates followed by the AJD study.
The role of the forms of capital other than grades and law school attended
will be more evident as these lawyers mature. The categories that once
divided the urban law graduates from the graduates of the so-called
establishment schools are much more porous than in the past, although clear
statistical differences are quite evident at this stage. The legal profession
remains stratified, and we see that those who have the advantages that come
from family resources and the benefits that go with it — access to good
primary and secondary schools in particular — are more likely to gain the
economic and status rewards that accompany positions in large corporate
law firms. Law schools that are not highly rated are more likely to have
students from relatively unprivileged backgrounds. To this extent, these
schools still provide access to the upward mobility that comes with
admission to the legal profession. Interestingly, however, urban schools
that were especially identified with access, most notably the Catholic law
schools, but also urban schools located in major legal markets, now appear
to have advantages in location that to some extent can make up for

current and future jobs).

248. See supra Parts II1.G., HLL2 (discussing how respondents use networking to get their
current and future jobs).

249. See supra Part 1I1.D. (discussing the advantages given to respondents that attend law
school in major metropolitan area).

250. See supra Part II1.D. (discussing the advantages given to respondents that attend law
school in major metropolitan area).

251. See supra Part II1.D. (discussing the advantages given to respondents that attend law
school in major metropolitan area).

252. See supra Part II1L.F (discussing the relative advantage of respondents whose father has a
ISEI score).
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whatever disadvantages may stem from non-elite status.
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