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Executive Director’s Letter:
Ajay K. Mehrotra
As we all know, 2020 was a year unlike any other. From a once-in-a-lifetime global
pandemic, to a national (and long overdue) reckoning with racial justice, to a highly
contentious national election, the past 12 months have tested the mettle of our most
cherished institutions. All the while, our American Bar Foundation (ABF) scholars have
continued to bring our non-partisan research to bear on many of these pressing issues.
In the past year, as the pages that follow illustrate, the ABF continued its commitment to
excellence in sociolegal research. Our scholars conducted studies and published research
on the global regulation of pandemics; on the impact of problematic policing on political
protests; and on the subtle and pernicious forces that can erode the rule of law and
democratic governance—to name just a few projects dealing with current events.
ABF scholars continue to conduct deeply empirical and rigorous interdisciplinary research
to address not only current concerns, but also the enduring grand challenges of our times.
Our ABF experts in legal education and the profession document the inequalities and
opportunities that exist in the law—from the stubborn persistence of racial and gender pay
gaps to the possibilities for mobility within the profession. Our access to justice scholars
uncover and expose the factors that have created and widened the “justice gap”—at home
and abroad. In the process, they have identified ways to bridge the gap. Indeed, all of our
ABF researchers have been investigating the disjuncture between our legal ideals and the
everyday operation of legal institutions and processes, as well as what can be done to
address these shortcomings.
For nearly seven decades, the ABF has been fulfilling its mission to expand knowledge and
advance justice, not only through our research but also through our new and established
programs. This past year, we launched a new ABF/JPB Foundation Access to Justice Scholars
program, which helps identify and mentor junior scholars working in this important field.
As the world turned to virtual events, so too did the ABF, as we hosted several national
ABF research presentations along with ABF Fellows state chapter events showcasing our
innovative and influential scholarship. Despite the pandemic, the ABF also continued with
its longstanding support for diverse undergraduate and graduate students interested in
law and the social sciences. Our Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship program,
sponsored by the Kenneth F. and Harle G. Montgomery Foundation, welcomed four new
summer fellows. Our partnerships with the AccessLex Institute and the National Science
Foundation (NSF) led to the arrival of a new cohort of pre- and post-doctoral fellows—
all of whom have become active members of the ABF community.
All that we do is made possible because of the loyal support of ABF donors and supporters.
Beginning with the American Bar Endowment (our primary funder), to our loyal ABF
Fellows (15,000 internationally and growing), to our many institutional partners (including
AccessLex, the NSF, and JPB Foundation), we are grateful for all those who have believed
and invested in ABF research and programming. This past year we marked the passing
of one of our most loyal and generous supporters, Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
who was not only a generous ABF Fellow but also a past ABF board member. We will all
miss Justice Ginsburg, but we can be proud that she often singled out the ABF as one of
the legal profession’s “most laudable undertaking.” Our task going forward is to live
up to such high praise. And we are confident that we will with your continued support.
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Continuing the Commitment to
Excellence During the “New Normal”
This year was both unusual and extraordinary. As the
COVID-19 pandemic spread rapidly throughout the world,
the ABF’s physical offices were shut down for the health
and safety of staff and faculty. Although the offices
were closed, staff and faculty continued their work and
remained committed to excellence in advancing justice
and the understanding of law.
As the pandemic unfolded, the world witnessed
the power of data and empirical research in real-time
to understand and contend with this crisis. The ABF’s
research not only continued uninterrupted throughout
this time, but it also took on new meaning by examining
the global legal system’s most pressing issues in this
“new normal.” Timely research projects included the role
of law and globalization in medicine, end-of-life decision
making, and fair housing for renters with evictions and
other stigmatizing backgrounds. The ABF also explored
how legal and constitutional measures during the
pandemic pit public health against privacy, assembly,
religion, and other protected rights.
Throughout its history, the ABF has been at the
forefront of using the power of ideas to advance justice
and confront inequality. Amid an unprecedented
moment, ABF research continued to play a critical
role in grappling with these issues.

A National Fireside Chat on
Policing and Protests
During a defining moment of racial reckoning, nationwide
protests, and calls for police reform, the ABF hosted a

national virtual fireside chat on policing and protests on
August 20, 2020. The event featured an exclusive dialogue
between ABF Research Professor Traci Burch and ABF
Executive Director Ajay K. Mehrotra.
The conversation centered on Burch’s current
research on the political and social impact of problematic
policing, including her most recent ABF project, which
explores the relationship between police shootings and
political participation. The project uses rigorous empirical
evidence to investigate how aggressive policing tactics
and lethal force affect voter turnout and political protests.
As Burch noted during the event, her findings
indicate that not all officer-involved killings motivate an
interest in politics. Instead, she identified two key factors
surrounding an incident necessary to shape political
interest: visibility and framing. Understanding the effect
of visibility and framing on political interest is critical for
evaluating the public’s likelihood of holding politicians,
police chiefs, and others responsible for the department’s
problems. Burch argues that the failure to contemplate
both visibility and framing of officer-involved killings
can lead researchers to miss critical political effects in
these cases.
“Through their research, ABF faculty continue to
address some of society’s most daunting dilemmas,” said
former ABF President David S. Houghton. “Their voices
and scholarship reflect the ABF’s core values, ideals, and
commitments.”
The ABF presented the fireside chat in partnership
with The Chicago Community Trust and with support
from the law firm of Kirkland & Ellis. Peggy A. Davis,
Vice President of Community Impact for The Chicago

ABF Executive Director Ajay K. Mehrotra interviews ABF
Research Professor Traci Burch during the Fireside Chat
on Policing and Protests on August 20, 2020.
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Community Trust, delivered remarks during the event
regarding the Trust’s strategic focus on addressing the
racial and ethnic wealth gap.

A National Event on the
2020 Election and the Future
of U.S. Constitutional Democracy
The 2020 election took place at a time of deep uncertainty
for the United States. The COVID-19 pandemic, increased
political polarization, and violence marked the run-up to
the election.
On October 29, 2020, the ABF led a national virtual
discussion on the 2020 election and the future of
U.S. democracy. The event featured Tom Ginsburg,
ABF Research Professor and Leo Spitz Professor of
International Law and Professor of Political Science at
the University of Chicago, and Aziz Z. Huq, the Frank and
Bernice J. Greenberg Professor of Law at the University
of Chicago Law School. Ginsburg and Huq are coauthors of How to Save a Constitutional Democracy, which
examines the structural forces that can break democratic
societies and the role the constitutional system plays in
democratic failure and as well as its prevention. During
the event, Ginsburg and Huq provided an analysis of the

election landscape and proposals for managing the risk
of democratic decline going forward.
The event also featured Susan Stokes, Tiffany and
Margaret Blake Distinguished Service Professor and
Director of the Chicago Center for Democracy at the
University of Chicago. She discussed the implications of
the election for the health of U.S democracy. Ben Griffith,
Principal of Griffith Law Firm and Adjunct Professor at
the University of Mississippi Law School, moderated
the discussion.

Mourning the Loss of Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
In September, the American Bar Foundation mourned
the loss of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
a dedicated public servant and a trailblazer for gender
equality.
In addition to her longstanding service to the
American public and the legal profession, Justice
Ginsburg was a decades-long supporter of the ABF.
Prior to her nomination to the Supreme Court, Justice
Ginsburg served on the ABF Board of Directors from 1979
to 1989. She served as Secretary for the ABF from 1986
to 1990. She was also a Patron Fellow of the ABF.

ABF Research Professor Tom Ginsburg, Aziz Z. Huq, and Susan
Stokes provide an analysis of the election landscape during the
ABF’s national event on the 2020 Election and the Fate of U.S.
Constitutional Democracy on October 29, 2020.
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In 1995, the Fellows of the ABF presented Justice
Ginsburg with the ABF Fellows Outstanding Scholar
Award. Awarded annually since 1957, the Outstanding
Scholar Award recognizes an individual who has engaged
in outstanding scholarship in the law or government.
“Justice Ginsburg will forever be remembered for her
incomparable legacy of public service and her lifelong
commitment to justice and equality,” said Mehrotra.
“This is a great loss for the American Bar Foundation, the
justice system, and the entire country. As a former board
member and Patron Fellow, Justice Ginsburg played a key
role in making the ABF the institution that it is today.
We send out deepest condolences to Justice Ginsburg’s
family.”
Justice Ginsburg was nominated to the United States
Supreme Court by President Bill Clinton in 1993 and
became only the second woman to serve on the Supreme
Court. Before becoming Supreme Court Justice, she cofounded the Women’s Rights Project of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) in 1971 and served as the ACLU’s
General Counsel, 1973–1980, and on the National Board
of Directors, 1974–1980. Ginsburg was appointed a Judge
of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit in 1980. Together with Herma Hill Kay

Donors Who Honored
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Eunice T. Baros

Public Good Software

Nina H. Borders

Nina Rowe

Tracey Cook

Cheryl Scott

K. A. Day

Sourcebooks

Martha E. Gifford

Dominique Steffens

Willa Kravitz

Christy Tedeschi

Theodora R. Lee

Jonathan Wiggs

and Kenneth Davidson, she authored the first law school
textbook on sex-based discrimination.
Ginsburg previously received numerous awards,
including the American Bar Association’s highest honor,
the ABA Medal, as well as the Thurgood Marshall Award
and the Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement
Award. Additional honors include the Genesis Foundation’s
Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Jewish Culture

2
1. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
2. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg received
the ABF Fellows Outstanding Scholar Award in 1995.
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in Sweden’s Gilel Storch Award, in recognition of her
contributions to gender equality and civil rights.
In 2019, the Berggruen Institute, an independent think
tank, awarded Ginsburg its annual prize for Philosophy
and Culture. Justice Ginsburg donated the prize money
to organizations that reflect a number of her personal
causes, including the American Bar Foundation.

The American Bar Foundation Establishes
the William C. Hubbard Law and
Education Conference Endowment
In 2020, the ABF established the William C. Hubbard Law
& Education Conference Endowment. Stimulated by a
generous lead investment from William H. Neukom, the
endowment will fund conferences that recognize and
disseminate innovative and significant scholarship on
law and education.
“The ABF is deeply honored and excited to create
this new conference endowment in recognition of
William Hubbard and his enduring interest in law and
education,” said Mehrotra. “The generous lead gift from
William Neukom helps shine a light on the critical role
of education and law in a well-functioning democracy.”
The Hubbard Conference will bring together
prominent scholars and practitioners to facilitate the
dissemination of research and to stimulate new lines
of inquiry. Because the ABF is committed to the broad

proliferation of research findings, a law review or
academic press will publish papers from the conference.
The first conference will focus on the topic of law,
education, and democracy. It will be held in Columbia,
South Carolina, at the University of South Carolina
School of Law. Conferences will be held annually or
biannually in locations that will vary depending upon
partnership opportunities.
“We’re delighted to host the inaugural William C.
Hubbard Law and Education Conference. It is the perfect
way to honor one of our most exemplary alums,” said
Robert M. Wilcox, former dean of the University of South
Carolina School of Law. “Throughout his career, William
has worked tirelessly as an advocate for both education
and the rule of law. It is appropriate that the inaugural
Hubbard Conference will focus on those themes.”
The conferences supported by this endowment
will honor Hubbard’s lifelong contribution to the
legal profession and his enduring interest in law and
education. Hubbard is an ABF Leadership Fellow and a
past President of the ABF, the American Bar Association,
the American Bar Endowment, and past Chair of the
ABA House of Delegates. He is dean of the University
of South Carolina Law School and a former partner of
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP in Columbia,
South Carolina, where he practiced business litigation.
Hubbard is also Chair of the Board of Directors of The

William C. Hubbard

William H. Neukom
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Reginald Turner and David Houghton are among the
instrumental donors supporting the William C. Hubbard
Law & Education Conference Endowment.

World Justice Project, Member of the Council of the
American Law Institute, Member of the American College
of Trial Lawyers, and Member of the Leaders Council of
Legal Services Corporation. He is an Honorary Bencher
of Middle Temple in London.
As an ABF Philanthropist Fellow, William H. Neukom
has a long legacy of supporting the ABF’s scholarly
endeavors. His generous support of the ABF has yielded
significant returns in the past, most notably enabling
leading legal scholars of race and gender to spend a year
in residence at the ABF as the Visiting Neukom Chair in
Law & Diversity.

Laura Beth Nielsen Elected President
of the Law and Society Association
In November 2020, the Law and Society Association
(LSA) announced that Laura Beth Nielsen was named
President-Elect. Nielsen will become LSA’s 32nd president
in 2021 and will serve a two-year term.
In addition to voting for a new President and
Secretary every two years, LSA members also vote
each year to elect a class of eight individuals to serve
a three-year term on the Board of Trustees. Five
former ABF scholars were named to the Class of 2023
Board of Trustees, including the following four former
ABF Doctoral Fellows: Shaun Ossei-Owusu (ABF
Doctoral Fellow 2010-12, currently faculty at University

of Pennsylvania Carey Law School) as the Class
Representative, Ayobami Laniyonu (ABF Doctoral Fellow
2016-18, currently faculty at the University of Toronto),
Jeffrey Omari (ABF Doctoral Fellow 2016-18, currently
faculty at Northern Illinois University College of Law),
and Matthew Shaw (ABF Doctoral Fellow 2015-17,
currently faculty at Vanderbilt University). Rachel Moran
(law professor at University of California–Irvine School
of Law), who served as the 2015-16 ABF Neukom Fellows
Research Chair, was also elected to the Class of 2023
Board of Trustees.
“The election of Laura Beth Nielsen as LSA President
and five former ABF scholars to the LSA Board of
Trustees is a great accomplishment for the entire ABF
organization,” said Mehrotra. “We are proud that these
phenomenal scholars can represent the ABF community,
and we look forward to witnessing their continued
leadership of empirical and interdisciplinary research
and programming.”

2019-2020 Neukom Chair Angela P. Harris
Examines the Civil Rights of Health
Angela P. Harris was the 2019-2020 William H. Neukom
Fellows Research Chair in Diversity and Law. Harris is
a Distinguished Professor of Law and the Boochever
and Bird Endowed Chair for the Study and Teaching of
Freedom and Equality at the University of California,

2
1. ABF Research Professor Laura Beth Nielsen

1

2. Angela P. Harris, 2019-20 ABF Neukom Fellows Research Chair, presents her
research “The Color of Farming: Race, Law, and American Agriculture” during
the ABF Speaker Series on October 30, 2019.
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Davis School of Law. She is a renowned scholar in the
field of critical legal theory, examining how law interacts
with race, gender, sexuality, class, and other dimensions
of power and identity.
During her year as Chair, Harris focused her research
and writing on health disparities. She co-authored an
article titled The Civil Rights of Health, which was recently
published in the UCLA Law Review. This article synthesizes
research on the social determinants of health. It argues
that public health advocates, civil rights lawyers, and
social justice organizations should use empirical research
to foster law, policy, and public awareness about the deep
connections between subordination and unjust health
disparities. In January 2020, Harris presented the article
as a keynote address for a two-day conference sponsored
by the University of Virginia Law School and the UVA
Medical School.
Harris also contributed a co-written chapter on
race and public health to a policy report titled Assessing
Legal Responses to COVID-19. This multi-chapter report
was disseminated to public health advocates and
policymakers around the country. It was covered by
multiple outlets, including The Hill, CBS News, MedPage
Today, and Courthouse News Service. Assessing Legal
Responses to COVID-19 became the keystone for the
2020 Public Health Law’s virtual summit.
Her year as Chair also enabled Harris to work on
a second large academic project building on her work

teaching and writing about the need to enrich economic
law and policy analysis with the insights of the social
sciences and critical theory. This work is crystallized
under the name “Law and Political Economy.” Harris
delivered a lecture at New York University Law School in
September 2020 on “Triple-Lens Lawyering,” discussing
the implications of Law and Political Economy analysis
for climate change law. She also helped found a new,
online, peer-reviewed journal, the Journal of Law and
Political Economy.
In addition to these projects, Harris also worked
on smaller research projects studying the implications
of climate justice theory and advocacy for critical race
theory. She became well-acquainted with the ABF
community and was grateful for the feedback she
received on her work from ABF Fellows and faculty.

The ABF Welcomes
New Board Leadership
In the fall of 2020, the ABF welcomed two community
members to leadership roles on the ABF Board of
Directors. E. Thomas Sullivan, President Emeritus and
Professor of Law and Political Science at the University of
Vermont, has become the new board president of the ABF
for the 2020-2022 term, succeeding former ABF President
David Houghton. Sullivan is an active member of the ABF
community, having served as the vice president for two
years. Sullivan will lead the ABF along with ABF Board

Honorable Eileen A. Kato (Ret.)
serves as Chair of the Fellows.

E. Thomas Sullivan is the new board president of the
American Bar Foundation for the 2020–2022 term.
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Vice-President and Secretary, Jimmy Goodman, and ABF
Treasurer, Walter Sutton.
Honorable Eileen A. Kato, a retired judge from
Seattle, Washington, was named Chair of the ABF Fellows
in fall 2020. Judge Kato was appointed to the King County
District Court (Seattle) in June of 1994, and retired from
the bench in March of 2016. Judge Kato will be Chair
for the Fellows for the next year, alongside the ChairElect, Cynthia E. Nance of Arkansas; Secretary, Darrell G.
Mottley, of Washington, DC; and Immediate Past Chair,
Ellen M. Jakovic, of Washington, DC.

The ABF/JPB Access to
Justice Scholars Program
In late 2019, the ABF announced the award of a multiyear grant from The JPB Foundation, a private foundation
that aims to advance opportunity in the United States
through transformational initiatives. As part of the JPB
Foundation’s commitment to anti-poverty research and
programming, the grant supports the establishment of a
brand-new access to justice program at the ABF.
The ABF/JPB Foundation Access to Justice Scholars
Program will help to build the field of access to justice
research in the United States. The program director is
ABF Faculty Fellow and Arizona State University Professor
Rebecca Sandefur, who received a MacArthur “Genius”
grant in 2018.
With this new program, the ABF aims to promote
the next generation of access to justice scholars and
to support the infrastructure of the burgeoning field of
access to justice. The program brings together cohorts
of faculty scholars to support research, mentor progress,
and build intellectual relationships. By facilitating
the translation of research into practice, the program
endeavors to generate more effective approaches to
access to justice that combat poverty and improve
justice for all.
In the spring, the ABF announced the first cohort of
ABF/JPB Foundation Access to Justice Faculty Scholars:
Margaret Hagan, Rebecca Johnson, Sarah Lageson,
Erin Paquette, Emily Ryo, Kathryne M. Young. Each of
the scholars brings a wide range of tools to bear on the
program’s core mission. The scholars are working on
research projects, including examining how people seek
legal help on the internet, how automated systems will
impact access to justice, and the impact of immigration
lawyers on removal proceedings.
“Access to justice research in the United States is at a
key juncture,” said Sandefur. “This program helps ensure
its continued vitality and development in sophistication
and impact. The Scholars are the next generation of

access to justice researchers, whose work will enrich their
intellectual disciplines and change the way we solve legal
problems, practice law, and find justice.”

Continuing the Commitment to
the Next Generation of Scholars
In the fall, the American Bar Foundation welcomed four
emerging scholars from a highly competitive applicant
pool as 2020-21 doctoral and postdoctoral fellows.
The new doctoral/postdoctoral fellows are: Amber Joy
Powell, the ABF/NSF Doctoral Fellow in Law & Inequality;
Kumar Ramanathan, the ABF/Northwestern University
Doctoral Fellow; Christopher Mathis, the ABF/AccessLex
Institute Doctoral Fellow in Legal and Higher Education;
and Charquia Wright, the ABF/AccessLex Institute
Postdoctoral Fellow in Legal and Higher Education.
Powell’s dissertation, “Hidden in Plain Sight:
A Qualitative Look at Sexual Victimization in Juvenile
Detention,” explores how formerly incarcerated young
adults, youth justice advocates, and youth correctional
personnel interpret and respond to sexual victimization
in youth detention. Ramanathan’s dissertation, “Building
a Civil Rights Agenda: The Democratic Party and the
Origins of Racial Liberalism,” investigates how liberal
politicians in northern Democratic Party contested
and constructed a civil rights legislative agenda during
the 1930s-60s and aims to explain the origins and
limitations of racial liberalism as it emerged among
these party elites.
Mathis’ three-paper dissertation, “Papers on
Reimagining Legal Education,” explores how legal
education would look different by reimagining
1) the U.S. Supreme Court’s discourse on affirmative
action, 2) legal education focus on ethical and moral
development, and 3) the ranking of law schools.
Wright’s research interrogates the ways in which racial
hierarchies are produced, reproduced, and neutralized
within law school classrooms. It further analyzes how
the relationship between racial hierarchies and the legal
classroom are negotiated by Supreme Court jurisprudence.
“With the help of partners like AccessLex,
Northwestern University, and the National Science
Foundation, we are excited to continue to mentor the
next generation of empirical and interdisciplinary
sociolegal scholars,” said Mehrotra.
In the summer, the American Bar Foundation
awarded four outstanding undergraduate students the
Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF)
in Law and Social Science for their exemplary work
throughout their undergraduate careers. The 2020
Fellows, selected among a highly competitive group
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of applicants, were: Armando Alvarez, Wesleyan
University; Irmina S. Benson, Wesleyan University;
Hershey Suri, Pomona College; and Natalie Walls,
Jacksonville State University.
Also known as the Montgomery Summer Research
Diversity Fellowship Program, the SURF program allows
undergraduate students from underrepresented groups
who are considering careers in the field of law and/
or social science to partake in a hands-on learning
experience for eight weeks during the summer. Each
Fellow works closely with an ABF Research Professor
as a research assistant, affording them the opportunity
to be mentored by and take part in sociolegal research
with experienced scholars.
While the students work primarily as research
assistants, they also attend a series of seminars and
forums conducted by ABF faculty, program alumni, and

Right: The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellows present
their research to the American Bar Foundation in August
2020. Clockwise, from top left: Natalie Walls, Armando
Alvarez, Irmina S. Benson, and Hershey Suri.

Below: The American Bar Foundation
Doctoral Fellows (Each row L-R, from top
left): Jessica Lopez-Espino, Amber Joy
Powell, Ari Tolman, Christopher Mathis,
Kumar Ramanathan.
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legal professionals, who acquaint the students with
their research and work. Due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, the 2020 Fellows worked virtually throughout
the summer.
The SURF program is generously supported by the
Kenneth F. and Harle G. Montgomery Foundation, the Law
School Admissions Council (LSAC), Walmart, Kirkland &
Ellis, LLP, and AT&T.
“We are deeply grateful to the Montgomery
Foundation, LSAC, Walmart, Kirkland & Ellis, and AT&T,
as well as other individuals and institutions that have
supported this important pipeline program since its
inception,” said Mehrotra. “It is because of these partners
that the ABF is able to continue its mission to foster the
next generation of scholars who can be the catalysts
for broader diversity, equity, and inclusion in the legal
profession and social science research.”

750 North Lake Shore Drive, 4th Floor
Chicago, IL 60611
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