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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

Northwestern University 
2020 – 2023  Chair of Sociology 
2014 – present   Professor of Sociology 
2007– 2020   Director, Legal Studies Program  
2008– 2014   Associate Professor of Sociology  
2006–2008  Assistant Professor of Sociology 

 
American Bar Foundation 

1999–present   Research Professor 
 

EDUCATION 
University of California, Berkeley  

1999 Ph.D. Jurisprudence and Social Policy  
1996  J.D. Berkeley School of Law  
 

University of California, Santa Cruz  
1992 B.A. Legal Studies (Honors) and Sociology (Highest Honors)  

 
ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 

Books  
 
2017 Ellen C. Berrey, Robert L. Nelson, and Laura Beth Nielsen, Rights on Trial: How Workplace 

Discrimination Law Perpetuates Inequality (University of Chicago Press) 
* Honorable Mention, Best Book 2018, American Sociological Association Sociology of 

Law Section 
2007 Laura Beth Nielsen ed., Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives on Rights, (Ashgate)  
2006 Ben Fleury-Steiner and Laura Beth Nielsen eds., New Civil Rights Research: A Constitutive 

Approach, (Dartmouth/Ashgate Press)  
* Choice Magazine Outstanding Academic Title, 2008. 2005  
* Reissued, London: Routledge 2019 

2005 Laura Beth Nielsen and Robert L. Nelson, eds., Handbook of Employment Discrimination 
Research: Rights and Realities, (Springer)  

2004 Laura Beth Nielsen, License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech, (Princeton 
University Press), paperback, 2006  

 
Forthcoming Articles 
 
2023 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Misgendering in Context,” Forthcoming, 73 (4) Case Western Law Review 
 

mailto:l-nielsen@law.northwestern.edu
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4802-4223
mailto:lnielsen@abfn.org
http://www.laurabethnielsen.com/
https://rightsontrial.com/
https://rightsontrial.com/
https://www.amazon.com/License-Harass-Hierarchy-Offensive-Cultural/dp/0691126100
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Published Articles and Book Chapters (* indicates peer-reviewed publications)  
 
2022* David Fishman, Laura Beth Nielsen, and Sino Esthappan, “The Exonerating guise of 

Brotherhood: Fraternities and the Normalization of Intra-Fraternal Sexual Violence, Men and 
Masculinities. Online First 

2022 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Space, Speech, and Subordination on College Campus,” Free Speech and 
Intellectual Diversity in Higher Education, James Stoner, Carol McNamara, and Paul Carrese, 
eds. (Rowman & Littlefield). 

2022* Kat Albrecht, Laura Beth Nielsen, & Lydia Wuorinen, “Misunderstanding Law:  Title IX Policy, 
Managerialized Rights, and Undergraduate Understanding,” Online FIRST, Educational 
Evaluation and Policy Analysis. 

2019* Jill D. Weinberg and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Hierarchies of Deservingness: Decisions about 
Workplace Accommodation by Judges and Citizens.” 41(3) Law & Policy 286-309. 

2019 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Good Moms with Guns: Individual and Relational Rights in the Home, 
Family, and Society,” in Guns in Law; Austin D. Sarat, ed. (University of Massachusetts Press). 

2017 Laura Beth Nielsen, Ellen C. Berrey, and Robert L. Nelson, “Dignity and Discrimination:  
Employment Civil Rights in the Workplace and in Courts,” 92 Chicago-Kent Law Review 1185. 

2017*  David McEhlhattan, Laura Beth Nielsen, and Jill D. Weinberg, “Vigilance, Litigiousness, and 
Cynicism: Understanding Race Differences in Perceptions of Discrimination and Legal 
Mobilization.” 51(3) Law & Society Review 669-703. 

2017 Jill D. Weinberg and Laura Beth Nielsen, What Is Sexual Harassment: An Empirical Study of 
Perceptions of Ordinary People and Judges.” 36 St. Louis University Law Rev. 39-58.  

2016*  Catherine R. Albiston, Su Li and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Public Interest Law Organizations and the 
Two-Tier System of Access to Justice in the United States,” 42 (4) Law and Social Inquiry 990-
1022.   

2016 Amy Myrick, Robert L. Nelson and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Race and Representation: Racial 
Disparities in Legal Representation for Employment Civil Rights Plaintiffs,” in Samuel Estricher 
and Joyce Radice, eds. Beyond Elite Law: Access to Civil Justice in America (Cambridge 
University Press).  

2014*  Laura Beth Nielsen, O direito pensante, o direito pensante em movimento, “Thinking Law, 
Thinking Law in Motion,” Revista de Estudos Empíricos em Direito (REED) 1 Brazilian Journal 
of Empirical Legal Studies 12-24.  

2014*  Catherine R. Albiston and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Funding the Cause: How Public Interest Law 
Organizations Fund their Activities and Why it Matters for Social Change,” 39 Law and Social 
Inquiry 1, 62-95.  

2013* Laura Beth Nielsen, Nehal A. Patel, and Jacob Rosner, “’Ahead of the Lawmen:’ Law and 
Morality in Animated Disney Films 1960-1998,” Law, Culture, and Humanities 13:1.  

2012 Amy Myrick, Robert L. Nelson and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Race and Representation: Racial 
Disparities in Legal Representation for Employment Civil Rights Plaintiffs,” 15 New York 
University Journal of Legislation and Social Policy 705-759 (2012).  

2012* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Power in Public: Reactions, Responses, and Resistance to Offensive Public 
Speech,” in Speech and Harm: Controversies Over Free Speech, McGowan and Maitra eds., 
(Oxford University Press).  

2012* Ellen C. Berrey, Steven Hoffman, and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and 
Defendants’ Perceptions of Fairness in Employment Civil Rights Cases,” 46 Law and Society 
Review 1 – 36. Lead article  

2012 Laura Beth Nielsen and Jill D. Weinberg, “Examining Empathy: Judge and Plaintiff Minority 
Status and the Viability of Discrimination Claims at Summary Judgment,” 85 University of 
Southern California Law Review 313. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1097184X221133122
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3102/01623737221113576
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.3102/01623737221113576
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/lapo.12133
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/lapo.12133
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/chknt92&div=51&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/chknt92&div=51&id=&page=
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/lasr.12276/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/lasr.12276/full
http://heinonline.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/stlpl36&div=7&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
http://heinonline.org.turing.library.northwestern.edu/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/stlpl36&div=7&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/lsi.12250/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/lsi.12250/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/lsi.12013/abstract
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1743872113480868?journalCode=lcha
http://www.nyujlpp.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/myricknelsonnielsen-race-and-representation.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-5893.2012.00471.x
https://southerncalifornialawreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/85_313.pdf
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• The article was originally published and printed with a significant error in Table 4. 
Online versions are corrected, but original printed versions are incorrect.  

2011 Laura Beth Nielsen, Amy Myrick, and Jill D. Weinberg, “Siding with Science: In Defense of 
ASA’s Dukes vs. Wal-Mart Amicus Brief,” 40 Sociological Methods & Research 4, 646-667.  

2011* Marina Zaloznaya and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Mechanisms and Consequences of Professional 
Marginality: The Case of Poverty Lawyers Revisited,” 36 Law and Social Inquiry 4, 919- 944.  

2010* Laura Beth Nielsen, Robert L. Nelson, and Ryon Lancaster, “Individual Justice or Collective 
Legal Mobilization? Employment Discrimination Litigation in the Post-Civil Rights United 
States,” 7 Journal of Empirical Legal Studies 175 – 201.  

• Reprinted in Eigen and Estreicher, Labor and Employment Law Initiatives and 
Proposals under the Obama Administration, Wolters Kluwer, 2011.  

2010 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Mixed Methods in Empirical Legal Studies Research,” in Kritzer ed., 
Oxford Handbook of Empirical Legal Studies (Oxford University Press).  

2010 Laura Beth Nielsen and Jill D. Weinberg, Book Review, “Lawyers of the Right: Professionalizing 
the Conservative Coalition,” 60 Journal of Legal Education 168-173.  

2009 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Social Movements, Social Processes: A Response to Gerald Rosenberg,” 42 
John Marshall Law Review, 671 – 683.  

2008*  Robert L. Nelson, Ellen C. Berrey, and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Diverging Paths: Changing 
Conceptions of Employment Discrimination in Law and the Social Sciences,” Hagan, Scheppele, 
and Tyler, eds., 4 Annual Review of Law and Social Science 103.  

2008* Arthur L. Stinchcombe and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Consent to Sex: The Liberal Paradigm 
Reformulated,” Journal of Political Philosophy, available 4 March 2008 online, 2009 print.  

2007 Laura Beth Nielsen, “Public Opinion and Legal Consciousness” in Encyclopedia of Law and 
Society: American and Global Perspectives, (Sage Publications).  

2007 Catherine R. Albiston and Laura Beth Nielsen, “The Procedural Attack on Civil Rights: The 
Empirical Reality of Buckhannon for Public Interest Litigation,” 54 UCLA Law Review, 1087 – 
1134.  

• Reprinted in, Public Interest Lawyering: A Contemporary Perspective, Alan K. Chen and 
Scott L. Cummings (eds) (Kluwer 2012).  

2007 Ellen Berrey and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Rights of Inclusion: Integrating Identity at the Bottom of 
the Dispute Pyramid,” 32 Law & Social Inquiry 233 - 260.  

2006 Mitu Gulati and Laura Beth Nielsen, “A New Legal Realist Perspective on Employment 
Discrimination,” 31 Law & Social Inquiry 797 – 800.  

2006* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Understanding Rights,” in Laura Beth Nielsen ed., Theoretical and 
Empirical Perspectives on Rights, (Ashgate).  

2006* Laura Beth Nielsen, “The Power of Place in the Construction of Rights,” in Ben Fleury-Steiner 
and Laura Beth Nielsen eds., New Civil Rights Research: A Constitutive Approach, 
(Dartmouth/Ashgate Press)  

2006 Ben Fleury-Steiner and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Introduction,” in Ben Fleury-Steiner and Laura Beth 
Nielsen eds., New Civil Rights Research: A Constitutive Approach, (Dartmouth/Ashgate Press).  

2006  Laura Beth Nielsen and Catherine R. Albiston, “The Organizational Environment of Public 
Interest Law 1975 – 2000,” 84 University of North Carolina Law Review 1592 – 1621.  

2005* Laura Beth Nielsen and Robert L. Nelson, "Scaling the Pyramid: A Sociolegal Model of 
Employment Discrimination Litigation," in Laura Beth Nielsen and Robert L. Nelson, eds., 
Handbook of Employment Discrimination Research: Rights and Realities, (Springer, 2005)  

2005 Laura Beth Nielsen and Robert L. Nelson, “Rights Realized? An Empirical Analysis of 
Employment Discrimination Litigation as a Claiming System” Wisconsin Law Review 663-711. 

2004 Laura Beth Nielsen and Aaron Beim, “Media Misrepresentation: Title VII, Print Media, and 
Public Perceptions of Discrimination Litigation,” 15 Stanford Law & Policy Review 101 – 130. 

2004* Laura Beth Nielsen, “The Work of Rights and the Work That Rights Do,” in Austin Sarat, ed., 
Blackwell Companion to Law and Society (Blackwell)  

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0049124111424128
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1747-4469.2011.01256.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1747-4469.2011.01256.x/abstract
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1740-1461.2010.01175.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1740-1461.2010.01175.x
https://www.swlaw.edu/curriculum/law-review-journals
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.lawsocsci.1.041604.115934
https://www.uclalawreview.org/the-procedural-attack-on-civil-rights-the-empirical-reality-of-buckhannon-for-the-private-attorney-general/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4490559
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4490536
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4490536
https://scholarship.law.unc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=4223&context=nclr
https://scholarship.law.unc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=4223&context=nclr
https://repository.law.wisc.edu/s/uwlaw/item/28128
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/stanlp15&div=14&id=&page=
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2002* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Subtle, Pervasive, Harmful: Racist and Sexist Remarks in Public as Hate 
Speech,” 58 Journal of Social Issues 265 – 280.  

2000* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Employee Termination Practices in the United States and Canada,” in 
Regulatory Encounters: Multinational Corporations and American Adversarial Legalism, Robert 
Kagan and Lee Axelrad, eds. (Berkeley: University of California Press)  

2000* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Situating Legal Consciousness: Experiences and Attitudes of Ordinary 
Citizens about Law and Street Harassment”, 34 Law and Society Review 1055-1090.  

• Law and Society Association Best Article Prize 2002 
• Reprinted in Patricia Ewick, Legal Consciousness (Ashgate, 2006)  
• Reprinted in Analyzing Law’s Reach: Empirical Research on Law and Society 

(American Bar Association, 2009).  
2000* Robert L. Nelson and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Cops, Counsel and Entrepreneurs: Constructing the 

Role of Inside Counsel in Large Corporations,” 34 Law & Society Review 457.  
• Reprinted in Lauren B. Edelman and Mark Suchman, The Legal Lives of Private 

Organizations (Ashgate, 2006)  
• Reprinted in Tanina Rostain, Lawyers and the Legal Profession, Volume II (Ashgate, 

2008)  
• Reprinted in Analyzing Law’s Reach: Empirical Research on Law and Society 

(American Bar Association, 2009)  
1999* Laura Beth Nielsen, “Paying Workers or Paying Lawyers: Employee Termination in the United 

States and Canada,” 21 Law and Policy 247.  
• Law and Society Association Graduate Student Paper Prize winner 1998 

1995 Catherine R. Albiston and Laura Beth Nielsen, “Welfare Queens and Other Fairy Tales: Welfare 
Reform and Unconstitutional Reproductive Controls,” 38 Howard Law Journal 473  

1995 Laura Beth Nielsen, “What’s Not So New about Welfare Reform,” 10 Berkeley Women’s Law 
Journal 165.  

1995  Laura Beth Nielsen and Catherine R. Albiston, “Gender Roles and Date Rape,” in The Other Side 
of Silence (Christine L. Carter, ed. Avocus Press, Washington D.C.)  

 
PROFESSIONAL HONORS & SERVICE 

 
Northwestern University (College and University Service) 
2021  The Next 250 Social Justice Training Program Participant 
2019 – 2020 Faculty Senator 
2019 – 2020 Faculty Advisor, Graduate Student Crime, Law, and Society Workshop 
2018 – 2021 Northwestern University, Committee on Cause 
2017 – present International Relations Faculty Advisory Board member 
2015 – 2020 Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Policy Committee, Chair 
2019  Faculty Advisor, Posner Fellows Program 
2019-20 Dispute Resolution Grant Committee, Kellogg  
2019 – 20 Steering Committee, One Book, One Northwestern, Hidden Figures 
2017 – 18 Steering Committee, One Book, One Northwestern, Our Declaration 
2013 – 16 Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences Tenure Committee (elected) 
2013 – 15 Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Policy Committee  
2014  Faculty Honor Roll Teaching Award (Associated Student Government) 
2012  Public Voices Fellow  
 
Law & Society Association  
2021-2023 President 
2020 – 2021 President-Elect 

https://spssi.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1540-4560.00260
https://www.scholars.northwestern.edu/en/publications/situating-legal-consciousness-experiences-and-attitudes-of-ordina-3
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3115090
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-9930.00073
https://www.google.com/search?q=Welfare+Queens+and+Other+Fairy+Tales&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS979US979&oq=Welfare+Queens+and+Other+Fairy+Tales&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160l2.250j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ecc003be899466983185381/t/5eefced71611f52157c76875/1592774361186/What%27s+Not+So+New_Nielsen.pdf
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2019 – 2020 Chair, Herbert Jacob Book Prize Committee 
2018  Stan Wheeler Outstanding Mentor Prize Recipient 
2016– 17 Chair, Herbert Jacob Book Prize Committee 
2013  Graduate Student Workshop co-chair 
2011 – 13 Secretary (elected) 
2010  Graduate Student Workshop co-chair 
2008 – 17 Chair and PI, “Law and Society/American Bar Foundation Doctoral Fellowship in Law & 

Inequality” 
2004  Program Chair Annual Meeting (Chicago) 
2001 – 04 Board of Trustees (elected) 
2002  Article Prize Recipient 
2000  Dissertation Prize Recipient 
1998  Graduate Student Article Prize Recipient 
 
American Sociological Association 
2022 – 23 Editor, Policy Briefs Section of Contexts Magazine 
2014 – 17 Chair-Elect, Chair, and Immediate Past-Chair, Sociology of Law Section (elected) 
2006 – 09 Council Member, Sociology of Law Section (elected) 
2002 – 05 Council Member, Sociology of Law Section (elected) 
 
Civil Justice Research Initiative, UC Berkeley, Law 
2017-present Founding Board Member 
 
National Public Radio/Life of the Law 
2012– 2020  Advisory Panel  
 
Journals and Editorships 
2009 – 13 Editor, Law & Social Inquiry 
2003 – 09 Editorial board, Law and Policy 
2001 – 2005  Co-Editor Law & Social Inquiry 
 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California  
2005 – 06 Residential Fellow 
 
University of California, Berkeley 
1995  Editor-in-Chief Berkeley Women’s Law Journal  

 
GRANTS by ORGANIZATION 

 
National Science Foundation 
    

$117,308 
 

 Consenting to Sex on Campus: How Undergraduates Understand and Enact Sexual 
Consent in the Title IX Era; March 2020-June 2023 #SES-1946671 

$349,313  Law and Social Science Dissertation Fellowship and Mentoring Program for Research 
on Law and Inequality (with Ajay Mehrotra, Traci Burch, and Nicole Gonzalez van 
Cleve) January 2020 – August 2023. #SES-1946670 

$429,580 
 

 Law and Social Science Dissertation Fellowship and Mentoring Program for Research 
on Law and Inequality (with Ajay Mehrotra, Traci Burch, and Nicole Gonzalez van 
Cleve) September 2017 – August 2020 

http://www.lifeofthelaw.org/
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$15,800 
 

 Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant, #SES-1228456. “Contested Identities: Legal 
Translation and Social Movement Organizations,” (student: Jeff Kosbie), May 2012 – 
August 2013 

$256,000  National Science Foundation #SES-0719602. “Law and Social Science Dissertation 
Fellowship and Mentoring Program” (with Michael McCann, Robert L. Nelson, 
Jeannine Bell, and Laura Gomez) September 2012 – August 2017 

$304,000  National Science Foundation #SES-1228554 Law and Social Science Dissertation 
Fellowship and Mentoring Program (with Malcolm Feeley, Robert L. Nelson, and 
Laura Gomez) June 2008 – August 2013 

$165,000  The Changing Dynamics of Employment Discrimination Litigation: Data Analysis 
and Write up Grant, #SES-0417389. (with Robert L. Nelson, John Donohue III, and 
Peter Seigleman) September 2004 – August, 2006.  

$22,000  NSF Summer Supplement (2005) for undergraduate researchers  
 

The Jack Miller Center for Teaching America’s Founding Principles and History 
 

$5,000  Academic Year 2016-17 Supplemental Funding 
$425,000  The Jack Miller Post-Doctoral Teaching and Research Fellowship in Legal Studies 

Northwestern University, September 2016 – August 2021. 
$300,000  Jack Miller Center The Hamilton Project with the Jack Miller Post-Doctoral Teaching 

and Research Fellowship in Legal Studies Northwestern University, (September 2013 
– August 2016)  

$2,000  Law in Motion Lecture 2013, for Legal Studies (February 2013)  
   

Searle Foundation 
 
$100,000  The Changing Dynamics of Employment Discrimination Litigation: Data Analysis 

and Write up (with Robert L. Nelson) June 2008 – August 2011 
 
Ford Foundation 
 

$195,000  Discrimination Research Group (with Robert Nelson, John Donohue III, Lauren 
Edelman, and Barbara Reskin) 

 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
 

$200,000  Discrimination Research Group (with Robert Nelson, John Donohue III, Lauren 
Edelman, and Barbara Reskin) 

 
Stanford Law School 
 

$15,000  Discrimination Research Group (with Robert Nelson, John Donohue III, Lauren 
Edelman, and Barbara Reskin) 

 
University of Wisconsin School of Law 
 

$15,000  Cause Lawyers in Context: The Constraints and Opportunities of Practicing Public 
Interest Law (with Catherine R. Albiston) 

 
MacArthur Foundation Collaborative Research Grants with Northwestern University Graduate 
Students 
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$2,000  The Sociology of Emergency: 911 Call Centers (with Spencer Headworth) 
$2,000  Benefit of the Doubt: Judge and Plaintiff Minority Status and the Viability of 

Discrimination Claims at Summary Judgment (with Jill D. Weinberg) 
$2,000  Is Cause Lawyering for Women? Constructing Gender and Professional Identity in 

Chicago Public Interest Law Firms (with Marina Zaloznaya) 
$2,000  Legaltainment: Portraying Justice and Identity Politics in Daytime Court Television 

Programming (with Corey Fields) 
   

SELECTED MEDIA PRESENCE 
 

Laura Beth Nielsen and Kat Albrecht, “Title IX Policies Must be More Student-Friendly,” Inside Higher 
Ed, August 15, 2022. 

Laura Beth Nielsen, “We’ve Studied Male on Male Sexual Assault: Here are Some Strategies to Help a 
Young Man,” Chicago Tribune, November 21, 2021.  

• Reprinted in The Winnipeg Free Press, November 21, 2021. 
Featured Guest, Revisionist History with Malcolm Gladwell, “Little Mermaid Part 1: The Golden 

Contract, July 2022). 
• Covered in, “Morning Brew with Malcolm Gladwell, “Ice Breakers with Malcolm 

Gladwell,” July 9, 2021. 
• Covered on, The Jimmy Kimmel Show, May 2021  

Featured Commentary in “The Long View: A Portrait of Ruth Bader Ginsburg in Nine Songs,” 
Documentary Film by Patrice Michaels, Bienen School of Music.  

• Covered in Northwestern Now (March 11, 2021)  
• Covered by The American Bar Association Journal (March 15, 2021) 

Quoted in, “In Absentia: No Latino Superior Court Judges in these Majority Latino Counties,” Rhonda 
Lyons, CALMatters, June 14, 2021.  

Quoted in, Facing a First Amendment Fight, a small Minnesota town allows a white supremacist church, 
Kim Bellware, Washington Post, Dec. 14, 2020. 

Quoted in, The Brett Kavanaugh Hearings Will Dominate the Week:  Here’s what to Watch for, Bustle, 
September 2018. 

Quoted in, Why “Can I Sue My Employer?” Is often the Wrong Question, by Rob Walker, New York 
Times Workologist, August 3, 2018. 

Participant, #MeToo Movement through a Legal Lens, Planet Lex, February 21, 2018. 
Quoted in, White Nationalist Richard Spencer is Barred from Speaking at Federal Building, Noah 

Weiland, New York Times, November 2, 2017. 
Time Magazine, Here’s What to Know Before you File a Sexual Harassment Lawsuit, October 17, 2017. 
FOX News, Tucker Carlson, Free Speech Causes PTSD & Smoking? (not my title), aired June 2017. 
FOX News, Tucker Carlson, Campus Antifa Network, aired August 2017.  
Quoted in, A Post-Cosby Trial Question: Is the System Stacked against Women? Susan Chira, New York 

Times, June 20, 2017. 
LA Times, The Case for Restricting Hate Speech, June 17, 2017. 
ABC News Radio, Sydney, Australia, Vice President Pence defends Trump’s criticism of ‘so-called’ 

Judge, February 6, 2017.  
Sky News, Donald Trump Travel Ban and District Court Stay, February 5, 2017.  
Playbill, “Northwestern Will Offer Two Courses Based on Hamilton Musical,” November 2, 2016.  
Huffington Post Op-ed, “Replacing Justice Scalia: Senatorial Dereliction of Duty,” February 24, 2016. 
Huffington Post Op-Ed, “The Conflicting Promises of Speech and Equality,” November 17, 2015.  
New York Times Upfront, “Do We Need Laws against Catcalling?” February 2015.  

https://www.insidehighered.com/users/kat-albrecht
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-chicago-blackhawks-sexual-assault-male-male-kyle-beach-20211102-d3iaxvqdjzhm7fw5xaamlh3qgm-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-chicago-blackhawks-sexual-assault-male-male-kyle-beach-20211102-d3iaxvqdjzhm7fw5xaamlh3qgm-story.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/opinion/analysis/strategies-help-protect-men-from-sex-assault-575710252.html
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/little-mermaid-part-1-the-golden-contract/id1119389968?i=1000529603897
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/little-mermaid-part-1-the-golden-contract/id1119389968?i=1000529603897
https://www.morningbrew.com/daily/stories/2021/07/09/icebreakers-withmalcolm-gladwell
https://www.morningbrew.com/daily/stories/2021/07/09/icebreakers-withmalcolm-gladwell
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIHiasCRt04
https://www.music.northwestern.edu/davee-gallery/video/tribute-justice-ruth-bader-ginsburg-song
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2021/03/remembering-ruth-bader-ginsburg/
https://www.abajournal.com/news/article/Songs_about_RBGs_life_featured_in_new_documentary
https://calmatters.org/projects/no-latino-judges-california/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2020/12/14/murdock-white-church/
https://www.bustle.com/p/the-brett-kavanaugh-confirmation-hearings-will-dominate-the-week-heres-what-to-watch-for-10237675
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/03/business/sue-unfair-employer.html
https://legaltalknetwork.com/podcasts/planet-lex-northwestern-pritzker-school-law-podcast/2018/02/the-metoo-movement-through-a-legal-lens/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/02/us/politics/richard-spencer-washington-conference.html
http://time.com/4985806/how-to-file-sexual-harassment-lawsuit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_wSP9lZqnI
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/arts/television/bill-cosby-mistrial-sexual-assault-andrea-constand.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-nielsen-free-speech-hate-20170621-story.html
http://www.abc.net.au/newsradio/content/s4614755.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/newsradio/content/s4614755.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frQH2g10vAY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.playbill.com/article/northwestern-will-offer-two-courses-based-on-hamilton-musical
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/laura-beth-nielsen/replacing-justice-scalia-_b_9307140.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/laura-beth-nielsen/the-conflicting-promises-_b_8579288.html
http://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/02_23_15/book#/22
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New York Times, Room for Debate, “Street Harassment Law Could Reduce Intimidating Behavior,” 
October 31, 2014.  

Al Jeezera English Television Panel Guest, Inside Story, Terrorism: Used or Abused? February 16, 2014  
The Daily Northwestern Guest Column, Protecting Students and Ensuring Justice on Campus, February 

11, 2014.  
Huffington Post Op-Ed, It’s (Almost) September 17th, Do You Know Where Your Constitution Is?, 

September 16, 2013  
Al Jezeera English Op-ed, Facebook is Not the Government: Here’s the Difference, June 16, 2013.  
KQED, Forum Panel Guest, What is Terrorism, May 28, 2013  
Reported about by Rick Hampson in USA Today, Is the Word ‘Terror” Losing Its Punch? May 22, 2013 
Op-Ed,Al Jezeera English, What is Terrorism, op-ed, April 17, 2013; Reprinted in The Nation, April 18, 

2013.  
Op-Ed, Huffington Post, Skateboarding Is Still A Crime, op-ed, March 22, 2013  
National Public Radio, The Life of the Law, “Block Boss,” Commentator. Aired, Jan 2013 (explicit).  
HuffingtonPost Business, The Price of a Civilized Society for Workers, op-ed, Nov. 26, 2012.  
PBS, Need to Know, Democracy at Stake, op-ed, Nov. 14, 2012.  
WBEZ, The Afternoon Shift, “Declaration of Independence: From Politics to Indie Rock,” Aired, July 3, 

2012. Also featuring: disability activist Susan Nussbaum; Kim Deal; and Steve Albini,  
Quoted in “Supreme Court to Weigh Sociology Issue in Wal-Mart Discrimination Case,” New York 

Times, March 27, 2011 by Adam Liptak.  
WBEZ Eight-Forty-Eight, “Does the American Workplace Support or Discourage Moral Agendas”, 

March 20, 2011.  
Quoted in “City Workers’ Bias Suits Rise, Despite Softer Bloomberg Tone,” New York Times, July 5, 

2011 by David W. Chen and Jo Craven McGinty.  
Quoted in, “Victimized Twice: Fear of Scrutiny Can Silence Sexual Harassment Victims,” Chicago 

Tribune, November 13, 2011, by Robert McCoppin, Bonnie Miller Rubin, and Barbara Brotman. 
Workforce,  

Quoted in “Few Discrimination Suits Filed as Class Actions” in Workforce, June 14, 2012.  
WBEZ Eight-Forty-Eight, “How are Hate Crimes Defined?” Aired, October 23, 2007.  
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS & SERVICE 
 

Law and Society Association  
• President 2021-23 
• President Elect 2020-21 
• Chair, Herbert Jacob Book Prize Chair 2016-17. 
• Chair, Herbert Jacob Book Prize Chair 2019-20. 
• Graduate Student Workshop Committee and Faculty 2015-16.  
• Co-chair, Graduate Student Workshop, 2013.  
• Elected Secretary, Law and Society Association May 2009 – 2011 
• Program Chair, 2004 Annual Meeting, Chicago  
• Didactic Workshop Instructor (Qualitative Research Software) 
• Membership Committee Chair 2001-2002 
• Board of Trustees, Class of 2004 
• Membership Committee 2000-2001 
• Summer Institute Planning Committee 2001  

 
American Sociological Association 

• Chair, Sociology of Law Section (2015-2016) 
• Chair-Elect and Program Chair, Sociology of Law Section (2014-2015) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWJALHQlY5I&feature=youtube_gdata_player
http://dailynorthwestern.com/2014/02/11/opinion/guest-column-protecting-students-and-ensuring-justice-on-campus/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/06/2013615145714441999.html
http://www.kqed.org/a/forum/R201305241000
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2013/05/22/terror-word-meaning-london-attack/2351713/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/04/20134179548891867.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/laura-beth-nielsen/skateboarding-laws_b_2934728.html
https://soundcloud.com/lifeofthelaw/eps-6-block-boss-explicit
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/laura-beth-nielsen/the-price-of-a-civilized-_b_2194261.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/opinion/democracy-at-stake/15452/
http://www.wbez.org/blogs/bez/2012-07/declaration-independence-politics-indie-rock-100628
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/28/us/28scotus.html?scp=1&sq=%22laura%20beth%20nielsen%22&st=cse
http://www.wbez.org/content/does-american-workplace-support-or-discourage-moral-agendas
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/06/nyregion/municipal-employees-bias-suits-rise-under-bloomberg.html?scp=2&sq=%22laura%20beth%20nielsen%22&st=cse&_r=1&
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/06/nyregion/municipal-employees-bias-suits-rise-under-bloomberg.html?scp=2&sq=%22laura%20beth%20nielsen%22&st=cse&_r=1&
http://www.americanbarfoundation.org/faculty/commentary/9
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• Chair, Public Understanding of Sociology Award Committee (2009) 
• Public Understanding of Sociology Award Committee Member (2007-2008 
• Sociology of Law Section Council Member (2006 – 2009 & 2002-2005) 

 
American Bar Association 

• Associate Member 
• Academic Advisor, “Civility and Free Expression,” working group.  

 
Ad Hoc Manuscript Review: American Sociological Review; Law & Social Inquiry; Law & Society 

Review; Studies in Law, Politics, and Society; Stanford University Press; Cambridge University 
Press; Social Problems; Hart Publishing Referee; National Science Foundation; Doctoral 
Dissertation Fellowship; American Council of Learned Societies. 

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS & CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

 
New York Fellows of the American Bar Foundation Luncheon, Offices of Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 

Katz, New York, NY November 2021. 
Plenary Speaker, University of Mass Conference for Junior Scholars and Graduate Students, sponsored by 

the National Science Foundation Law and Science Program, (Virtual, October 9, 2021) 
Invited Speaker, Law & Society Colloquium, Northwestern Law School, November 4, 2021. 
Invited Speaker, “Talk Research to Me,” American Bar Foundation, (July 7, 2021 and July 23, 2021 to 

DRW High School), 
Author Meets Readers Invited Panelist, “Privilege and Punishment: How Race and Class Matter in 

Criminal Court,” by Matthew Clair, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting (virtual, May 
29, 2021). 

Author Meets Readers Invited Panelist, “Union by Law: Filipino American Activists, Rights Radicalism, 
and Racial Capitalism,” by Michael McCann, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting 
(virtual, May 29, 2021) 

Invited Presentation, American Bar Foundation, Minnesota Fellows, “Rights on Trial: How Employment 
Discrimination Law Perpetuates Inequality,” via Zoom, October 5, 2020. 

Invited Panelist, American Sociological Association, Sociology of law, Law and Inequality, “Law’s 
Failure: Title IX Policies, Managerialized Rights, And Undergraduate Understanding,” via Zoom, 
August 9, 2020. 

Chair, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, “Punishing Noncompliance: Expansions in Legal 
Sanctions and Court Surveillance,” via Zoom, May 29, 2020. 

Paper Presentation, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting “Consenting to Sex on Campus: Legal 
Consciousness, Rules, Patriarchy, and Power,” via Zoom, May 30, 2020.  

Invited Presentation, Northwestern University Faculty Senate, “Free Speech and Expression on College 
Campuses,” Evanston, IL March 13, 2019. 

Northwestern University Law Review, “Conversation with Issa Kohler-Housman,” Northwestern Law 
School, Chicago, IL March 11, 2019, 

New York Fellows of the American Bar Foundation Luncheon, Offices of Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 
Katz, New York, NY February 20, 2019.  

American Bar Foundation, “Title IX and Consenting to Sex at College,” January 9, 2019. 
Law & Society Annual Lecture, “Rights, Racial Inequality, and Reinscription,” York University, Toronto, 

October 24, 2018.  
Invited Panelist, Constitution Day University of Wisconsin, Stout, Free Speech on College Campus, 

Menomonie, WI, October 18, 2018. 
Invited Panelist, Constitution Day Rhodes College, Free Speech on College Campus, Memphis, TN, 

September 17, 2018. 

https://www.rhodes.edu/event/constitution-day-symposium
https://www.rhodes.edu/event/constitution-day-symposium
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Invited Speaker, University of Texas, Austin, 25th Annual Labor Law and Employment Conference CLE, 
Austin, TX, May 11, 2018. 

Panelist, Sexual Consent on Campus: Title IX, University Policy, and Student Responses, Law and 
Society Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, June 9, 2018. 

Author, Author Meets Reader, Rights on Trial: How Employment Discrimination Law Perpetuates 
Inequality (University of Chicago, 2017), Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, 
Toronto, June 9, 2018. 

Invited Panelist, Free Speech, Intellectual Diversity, and Civil Dialogue on Campus, Arizona State 
University in Washington D.C., March 28, 2018.   

Invited Moderator and Participant, Common Threads: Examining State Restrictions on 14th Amendment 
Rights Wednesday, American Bar Association, Chicago IL, March 7, 2018.   

Invited Panelist, Free Speech, Intellectual Diversity, and Civil Dialogue on Campus, Inaugural event of 
the School of School of Civic and Economic Thought and Leadership Arizona State University in 
Phoenix and Tempe, February 22, 2018.  

Distinguished Alumni Lecture, From License to Harass to Rights on Trial, University of California, Santa 
Cruz, Department of Legal Studies, January 16, 2018.  

Invited Speaker, Book Launch Event, Rights on Trial: How Employment Discrimination Law Perpetuates 
Inequality, L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, Paris France, 
December 2017 

Faculty co-organizer, Law and Society Graduate Student Conference, L’Ecole des hautes Études en 
Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, Paris France, December 2017. 

Invited Panelist, “Addressing Workplace Sexual Harassment,” at “No Bro: Strategies to Tackle Gender 
Discrimination in Tech and Beyond.” WeWork National Building and Collaborative, Chicago IL 
November 14, 2017. 

Colby College Cotter Debate, Free Speech on Campuses: Should There be Any Limits? November 12, 
2017. 

Faculty Colloquium Speaker, “Rights, Racial Inequality, and Reinscription,” University of Toronto, 
Ontario, Department of Sociology, November 2, 2017. 

Faculty Co-Organizer and Panel Participant, “A Fear of Too Much Justice,” Northwestern University 
Law Review Symposium and empirical Critical Race Theory (eCRT) workshop, October 20 and 
21, 2017.  

Invited Panel, Sociology of Law Presidential Panel, Perceiving Discrimination, Mobilizing Law: 
Ordinary People’s Determinations of Workplace Race Discrimination and the Decision to Turn to 
Law, 2017 American Sociological Association Meeting, Montreal, Quebec.  

Panel Organizer and Participant, “Controversy and Consent to Sex on Campus: Title IX Policies and 
Practices” Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico City, Mexico, June 22, 
2017 

Non-Presenting Co-author, “Constructions of Fairness: How Ordinary People and Judges Assess 
Discrimination Legal Disputes,” Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico 
City, Mexico, June 22, 2017 

Non-Presenting Co-author, "She Even Called Me a Black ‘B’: Employment Discrimination Law, 
Stereotypes, and the Reinscription of Race, Gender, Disability, and Age Hierarchies,” Annual 
Meeting of the Law and Society Association, Mexico City, Mexico, June 22, 2017 

Invited Guest, 6th Circuit Judicial Conferences, “Contested Construction of Discrimination,” Cleveland, 
OH, May 8, 2017 

Invited Participant, Author Meets Reader, Amanda Hollis-Brusky, Ideas with Consequences: The 
Federalist Society and the Conservative Counterrevolution, (Oxford University Press: 2015)  

Live Law, “A Scholars’ Life,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, June 
2016 (live storytelling on stage, available here)  

“Race and Representation in Employment Civil Rights,” NYU School of Law, book release for Beyond 
Elite Law: Access to Civil Justice in America, New York, NY, April 29, 2016.  

https://utcle.org/conferences/EL18
https://www.facebook.com/arizonastateuniversity/videos/10155410530554607/
https://www.colby.edu/goldfarb/2017/10/23/should-we-limit-free-speech-on-college-campuses/
http://www.lifeofthelaw.org/2016/06/live-law-new-orleans-scholars-life/
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Televised discussion/debate about Free Speech on Campus, Drexel University Smart Set Free Speech 
Forum, with Camille Paglia and me Part I and Part II, April 22, 2016  

Keynote Address, “Free Speech on Campus,” Drexel University Smart Set Free Speech Forum, 
Philadelphia, PA, April 21, 2016.  

Jack Miller Center National Summit on Teaching America’s Founding Principles and History, “The 
Commercial Republic Initiative,” Philadelphia, PA, November 6, 2015.  

Keynote Address, “Liberal Arts, Legal Studies,” Bates College, Lewiston, ME October 17, 2015  
Keynote Address, “Free Speech on Campus,” University of Rochester, Rochester, NY, October 10, 2015 
Keynote Address, Department Resource Group, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, 

“Sex and Space: Consent to Sex at Work, School, and Home,” Chicago, August 24, 2015 
Keynote Address, Chair’s Workshop, American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, “Sex and 

Space: Consent to Sex at Work, School, and Home,” Chicago, August 21, 2015.  
Invited Participant, “Consent to Sex,” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, 

August 23, 2015.  
Invited Speaker and Research Advisor, “Rights on Trial: Employment Civil Rights in the Workplace and 

in Courts.” L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, June 3, 2015.  
Invited Speaker and Research Advisor, “Contested Constructions in Employment Civil Rights,” L’Ecole 

des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, June 11, 2015.  
Invited Commentator for PhD students at L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, 

June 17, 2015.  
Invited Participant: Real-World Experiences and Tactics for Addressing Gender-Based Bullying and 

Harassment in the Workplace; Jenner & Block, LLP; ABA Commission on Women in the 
Profession; October 6, 2014.  

Guest Speaker: New York Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, Race and Representation in 
Employment Civil Rights Litigation; Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen, and Katz; New York, NY; 
September 15, 2014.  

Invited Participant: New Legal Realism in Employment Civil Rights Research, University of California, 
Irvine, Law School, August 29, 2014.  

Contested Constructions: Employment Civil Rights Litigation in the United States 1988-2003; American 
Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, Chicago, IL, (Continuing Legal Education Credit made 
available by the Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section of the ABA) February 8, 2014  

Direitos on Trial: Estudar Acesso à Justiça, Advogados, Contencioso e contenciosa em um sistema de 
políticas, Ministério da Justiça, (Rights on Trial: Studying Access to Justice, Lawyers, Litigation 
and Litigation in Politics and Society, Ministry of Justice), Brasilia, Brazil, November 26, 2013 

Abordagens Multi-metodológicas na Pesquisa sociolegais, Instituto de Pesquisa de Economia Aplicada 
(Multi-methodological approaches in sociolegal research, Research Institute of Applied 
Economics) Brasilia, Brazil, November 27, 2013  

Métodos de Investigação em Multiperspectival sociolegais, Instituto de Pesquisa de Economia Aplicada 
(Multiperspectival Methods in Sociolegal Research, Research Institute of Applied Economics) 
Brasilia, Brazil, November 27, 2013  

Objetos, Cultura e Contexto: a análise de objetos em Direito, Política e Sociedade, Instituto de Pesquisa 
de Economia Aplicada, (Objects Culture and Context: the analysis of objects in Law, Politics and 
Society Research Institute of Applied Economics) Brasilia, Brazil, November 28, 2013  

Panel Presentation, “Determining Discrimination: The Effect of Race and Political Ideology in 
Evaluations of Workplace Disputes,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting,, Boston, 
MA, May 2013 

Presidential Panel, The Future of Graduate Programming in the Social Sciences,” Law and Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, May 2013  

Invited Presentation, “Race and Representation: Racial Disparities in Legal Representation for 
Employment Civil Rights Plaintiffs,” Cornell Law School, Ithaca, NY, January 28, 2013  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMZUu-oqaps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POiNyXXjfcw&t=94s
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Invited Presentation, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ Perceptions of Fairness in 
Employment Civil Rights Cases,” Cornell, School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Ithaca, NY, 
January 28, 2013  

Panel Participant, “Employment Discrimination Litigation and the Reinscription of Hierarchy," 
Employment Discrimination and the Law,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, 
Honolulu, HI, June 8, 2012.  

Presidential Roundtable, “Changing Methodologies,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, 
Honolulu, HI, June 7, 2012.  

Panel Participant, “You Can Rub My Shoulders But Don't Send Me Emails: Public Perceptions of Sexual 
Harassment,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI, June 5, 2012.  

Panel Participant, “Publicizing the Cause: Media Coverage and the Structure and Strategy of Public 
Interest Law Organizations,” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI, June 
5, 2012.  

Roundtable Participant, “What Do Critical Race Theory and Empirical Socio-Legal Studies Have to 
Teach Each Other?” Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI, June 5, 2012. 

Invited Speaker, “Wal-Mart and the use of Social Science in Litigation,” The Impact Fund, February 12, 
2012.  

Invited Speaker, “Wal-Mart and the use of Social Science in Litigation,” Engendering Change: The 
University of Chicago Graduate Gender/Sexualities Conference,” Chicago, IL, April 27, 2012  

Invited Speaker, Presidential Panel, “Siding with Science: In Defense of ASA’s Dukes vs. Wal-Mart 
Amicus Brief,” American Sociological Association, Las Vegas, Nevada, August 22, 2011  

Invited Conference Speaker, Center for the Study of Law and Society, “Law in Motion: The Multiple 
Futures of Law & Society Research”, University of California Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of 
Law, November 3, 2011  

Conceptualizing and Measuring Justice (Conference III), Co-convener, American Bar Foundation 
Conference Grant, $10,000, Chicago, IL October 2011.  

Invited Participant, “The Future of Law and Social Science,” John Marshall Law School, NSF Sponsored, 
May 25 and 26, 2012.  

Invited Speaker and Research Advisor, “Employment Civil Rights Models” Université Paris Ouest 
Nanterre la Défense, Nanterre, France, April 8, 2011  

Invited Speaker, “Law and Popular Culture,” L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, 
France, April 3, 2011.  

Invited Speaker, “Law and Society Research on Free Speech,” École Normale Supérieure, Paris, France, 
March 28, 2011. Invited Speaker, “Contested Constructions in Employment Civil Rights,” Law 
and Popular Culture,” L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France, March 21, 
2011. Conceptualizing and Measuring Justice (Conference II),  

Invited Participant, NSF grant SES-1-22712, George Mason University, March 2011.  
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, First Friday Series, “The Truth about the Litigation Explosion,” 

Orinda, California, January 2011.  
Invited Presentation, American Association of Law Schools, “Employment Civil Rights, Litigation, and 

Inequality,” San Francisco, CA January 2011 Conceptualizing and Measuring Justice 
(Conference I),  

Invited Participant, NSF grant SES-1-22712, National Science Foundation, Arlington, Virginia, 
December 2-3, 2010. Fifth Annual Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, “Benefit of the 
Doubt: Judge and Plaintiff Minority Status and the Viability of Discrimination Claims at 
Summary Judgment,” Yale Law School, November 5-6, 2010.  

National Science Foundation and George Mason University invited conference participation, “Justice.” 
Arlington, VA, November 2010.  

Invited Plenary Address, Law and Society Association Early Career Workshop and Graduate Student 
Seminar, “Multimethod Design in Empirical Legal Scholarship,” Chicago, May 2010.  
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Cornell Law School, Invited Colloquium, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ Perceptions of 
Fairness in Employment Discrimination Lawsuits,” Ithaca, NY, April 5, 2010. Emory Law 
School,  

Invited Colloquium, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ Perceptions of Fairness in Employment 
Discrimination Lawsuits,” October 2009.  

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ 
Perceptions of Fairness in Employment Discrimination Lawsuits” San Francisco, CA June 2009. 

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, “Situated Justice: Plaintiffs’ and Defendants’ 
Perceptions of Fairness in Employment Discrimination Lawsuits” San Francisco, CA June 2009. 

Invited Conference Participant, John Marshall Law School “Social Movements, Social Processes: A 
Response to Gerald Rosenberg,” Chicago, IL, April 2009.  

Invited Participant, American Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, Joint Program of Sections on 
Law and the Social Sciences and Remedies, Panel: Civil Case Outcomes: Theory and Reality 
“Individualized Justice: Litigating Claims of Employment Discrimination in the Post-Civil Rights 
United States,” San Diego, CA January 7, 2009.  

Invited Participant, New York University School of Law Center for Employment and Labor Law 
Conference, “Lawyer, Lawyer, Who’s Got a Lawyer,” November 13, 2008.  

Conference Convener, the Discoveries of the Discrimination Research Group, Stanford Law School, 
November 7 and 8, 2008.  

Third Annual Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, “Individualized Justice: Litigating Claims of 
Employment Discrimination in the Post-Civil Rights United States” Ithaca, NY September 2008. 

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, “Uncertain Justice: Studying Law, Consciousness 
and Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” Boston, MA, July 2008.  

American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, “Dignity, Disrespect, and Discrimination in the 
Workplace and in the Courts,” Boston, MA, July 2008.  

Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, “Uncertain Justice: Studying Law, Consciousness and 
Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” Montreal, June 2008.  

Stanford Law School, Invited Presentation, “Rights and Realities: Studying Law, Consciousness and 
Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” March 2008.  

American Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, American Bar Foundation Fellows Invited Presentation, 
“Employment Discrimination Law in Action,” Los Angeles, CA, February 9, 2008.  

Loyola Law School Faculty Colloquium, “Rights and Realities: Studying Law, Consciousness and 
Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” Chicago, IL, March, 2007.  

Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, “Rights and Realities: Studying Law, Consciousness and 
Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” July, 2007,  

Berlin, Germany American Sociological Association, Sociology of Law Section Paper Panel, “Social 
Structure and Formal Law: Social Attributes and the Outcomes of Employment Discrimination 
Cases,” (Ryon Lancaster, Laura Beth Nielsen, and Robert L. Nelson) New York, NY, August 11, 
2007.  

Invited Keynote Lecture, Center for Law, Gender, and Sexuality Annual Conference, “Liquid Lives, 
Wholesome Selves: Change, Legal Ritual, and Autobiographical Narrative,” University of 
Westminster, London, UK, April 25, 2007  

American Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, American Bar Foundation Fellows Invited Presentation, 
“They Can’t Do That. . . Can They? How Ordinary People Experience the Legal System,” Miami, 
FL, January 2007.  

American Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, ABA Leadership Academy Invited Presentation, “The 
Procedural Attack on Civil Rights: The Empirical Reality of Buckhannon for Public Interest 
Litigation,” Miami, FL, January 2007.  

University of Illinois, Champagne-Urbana Law School Faculty Colloquium, “Rights and Realities: 
Studying Law, Consciousness, and Inequality in Employment Discrimination,” December 2006.  
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Sociology of Law Section Paper Panel, “Social Structure and Formal Law: Social Attributes and the 
Outcomes of Employment Discrimination Cases” American Sociological Association, Montreal, 
August 2006.  

Invited Presentation, “License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech,” Blue Stockings 
Bookstore, New York, NY, May 2006.  

Invited Presentation, “Consciousness and Claiming: The Socio-Legal Construction of Employment 
Discrimination,” University of California, Center for the Study of Law & Society, Boalt Hall 
School of Law, February 2006.  

Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences Colloquium, “Rights and Realities: Prevalence, 
Consciousness, and Claiming in American Employment Discrimination Law,” Stanford, CA, 
January 2006.  

Invited Participant, “The Organization of Public Interest Practice,” at “Empirical Studies of the Legal 
Profession: What Do We Know about Lawyers’ Lives?” conference hosted by University of 
North Carolina Law Review, October, 2005  

Author-Meets-Reader, Distorting the Law, Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV 
June 4, 2005.  

Panel Participant, “The Procedural Attack on Civil Rights: Buckhannon and the Eroding Power of the 
Private Attorney General,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV June 4, 
2005.  

Panel Participant, “Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Claiming and Outcomes,” Law & 
Society Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV June 3, 2005.  

Author-Meets-Reader, License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech, Law & Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV June 2, 2005.  

Keynote Address, “Beyond the Limits of Law,” Law & Society Association, Graduate Student Workshop, 
Las Vegas, NV, May 31, 2005.  

Invited Presentation, University of North Carolina Law School, “Rights Realized? Employment 
Discrimination and Workplace Inequality,” April 14, 2005  

Invited Presentation, University of Washington, Seattle, Political Science and Center for Law and Social 
Science, “License to Harass: Law, Hierarchy, and Offensive Public Speech,” April 1, 2005.  

Invited Presentation, American Bar Association, Fellows Research Seminar of the American Bar 
Foundation, Liz and Peter Moser Research Fund Inaugural Research Seminar, “Public Interest 
Law Organizations: Preliminary Data from a National Sample,” February 7, 2005 

Invited Presentation, Northwestern University Law School, “Rights Realized? Employment 
Discrimination and Workplace Inequality,” February 2, 2005  

Invited Presentation, Northwestern University Department of Sociology, “Rights and Realities: Studying 
Law, Consciousness, and Inequality,” January 06, 2005  

Invited Presentation, University of Wisconsin, Madison, “Rights and Realities: Empirical Approaches to 
Antidiscrimination Law,” New Legal Realism Conference, School of Law, June 2004.  

Panel Organizer and Chair, “What Illinois Has Done for (or to) the Death Penalty in the United States,” 
Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, May 2004, with former IL Governor George Ryan, 
author Scott Turow, and Larry Marshall.  

Invited Presentation, University of California, Berkeley Goldman School of Public Policy, “Legal 
Consciousness and Public Policy: Empirical Cases” January 2004.  

Invited Presentation, University of Delaware, Justice Studies, “Media Misrepresentation: Title VII, Print 
Media, and Public Perceptions of Discrimination Litigation,” November 2003  

Panel Participant, “The Myth of Remedy? Anti-Discrimination Law and the Media” Law & Society 
Association Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh, PA, June 2003 (with collaborator, Aaron Beim)  

Conference Co-Organizer and Presenter, “Rights and Realities: Social Scientific Approaches to 
AntiDiscrimination Law.” Information about the conference including the program can be seen at 
www.abfconference.org  

http://www.abfconference.org/
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Women Law Student Association Conference, Arizona State University, “License to Harass: Offensive 
Public Speech, Legal Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” Law School, 
February 2002  

Congressional Briefing on Understanding the Harm of Hate Speech, “Research on Being the Target of 
Hate Speech,” U.S. Capitol, House of Representatives, October 2, 2002  

Invited Presentation, Stanford University, “License to Harass: Offensive Public Speech, Legal 
Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” Law School, August 2002  

Roundtable Organizer and Participant, “New Directions in Inequality and Legal Consciousness 
Research,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, Canada, May 2002  

Panel Participant, The Legal Construction of Discrimination: A Sociological Model of Employment 
Discrimination Law,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Vancouver, Canada, May 
2002 (with collaborator, Robert Nelson)  

Panel Participant, “Mapping Law and Social Reform in the New Millennium: Results from a National 
Random Sample of Public Interest Law Firms in the United States,” Law & Society Association 
Annual Meeting, Vancouver, Canada, May 2002 (with collaborator, Catherine R. Albiston). 

Invited Presentation, University of California, Irvine, “License to Harass: Offensive Public Speech, Legal 
Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” Department of Criminology/Law 
and Society, March 2002.  

Panel Participant, “Cause Lawyering in the 21st Century: Four Preliminary Case Studies of the New 
Public Interest Law Firm Model,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Budapest, 
Hungary, July 2001.  

Faculty Participant and Planner, Summer Institute, Law & Society Association, Chicago, IL, June 2001. 
Invited Presentation, University of California, “License to Harass: Offensive Public Speech, 
Legal Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” Law and Society Department, 
Santa Barbara, CA, March 2001.  

Invited Presentation, University of Wisconsin, Madison, “License to Harass: Offensive Public Speech, 
Legal Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” School of Law, March 2001.  

Participant, “Cops, Counsel and Entrepreneurs: Constructing the Role of Inside Counsel in Large 
Corporations,” Law, Culture, and the Humanities Conference, Austin, TX, March 2001.  

Invited Presentation, University of California, “License to Harass: Offensive Public Speech, Legal 
Consciousness, and Hierarchies of Race, Gender, and Class,” Jurisprudence and Social Policy, 
Boalt Hall School of Law, Berkeley, September 2000.  

Participant, Summer Institute, Law & Society Association, Buffalo, NY, July 2000. Panel Organizer and 
Participant, “Law in the Jungle of Social Life: Legal Consciousness, Social Institutions, 
Normative Systems, and Doctrine,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Miami, FL, 
May 2000.  

Chair/Discussant, “Plaintiff’s Lawyers in a Rapidly Changing Market,” Law & Society Association 
Annual Meeting, Miami, FL, May 2000.  

Panel Participant, “Going Where the Data Are: Offensive Public Speech, Legal Consciousness, and the 
First Amendment,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, June 1999.  

Panel Participant, “Offensive Public Speech, Legal Consciousness, and the First Amendment: Preliminary 
Findings,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, Aspen, CO, June 1998.  

Panel Participant, “Paying Workers or Paying Lawyers: Employee Termination in the United States and 
Canada,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO, June 1997.  

Invited Presentation, The Comparative Legal Systems Project, “Employee Termination Practices in 
Cross-National Perspective: The United States and Canadian Experiences,” Center for the Study 
of Law and Society, University of California, Berkeley, November 1996.  

Panel Participant, “Welfare Queens and Other Fairytales: Welfare Reform and Unconstitutional 
Reproductive Controls,” Western Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA, March 1996.  

Panel Participant, “Welfare Reform and Social Control,” Law & Society Association Annual Meeting, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, June 1995.  
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Panel Participant, “Welfare Reform and Social Control of the American Family: Race, Gender, and Class 
Issues,” Pacific Sociological Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA April 1995.  

Participant, Graduate Student Workshop, Law & Society Association, Phoenix, AZ, June 1994.  
 

TEACHING 
 
Northwestern University Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences (Legal Studies and Sociology)  

• Law and Society (LS & SOC 206) Spring 2014, Winter 2013, Winter 2012, Winter 
2010, Fall 2007, Winter 2008  

• Advanced Research Seminar in Legal Studies (LS 398-1, 2, & 3) Fall/Winter/Spring 
2006-07, 2005-06  

• Advanced Research Seminar in Legal Studies (LS 398-1 &2) Fall/Winter 2017-18 
 

Northwestern University School of Law 
• Empirical Approaches to Anti-Discrimination Law (LAW 476 Spring 2002) 
• Perspectives in Law and Social Science (Spring 2001)  

 
Law Instituto de Pesquisa de Economia Aplicada, Brasilia, Brazil (Fall 2013) 

• Abordagens Multi-metodológicas na Pesquisa sociolegais, (Multimethodological 
approaches in sociolegal research, Research Institute of Applied Economics) 

• Métodos de Investigação em Multiperspectival sociolegais, Instituto de Pesquisa de 
Economia Aplicada (Multiperspectival Methods in Sociolegal Research, Research 
Institute of Applied Economics)  

• Objetos, Cultura e Contexto: a análise de objetos em Direito, Política e Sociedade, 
Instituto de Pesquisa de Economia Aplicada, (Objects Culture and Context: the 
analysis of objects in Law, Politics and Society Research Institute of Applied 
Economics)  

 
Université Paris Ouest Nanterre la Défense, Nanterre, France (Spring 2011) 

• Employment Civil Rights Models  
• Contested Constructions in Employment Civil Rights  

 
L’Ecole des hautes Études en Sceinces Sociales, Paris, France (Spring 2011) 

• Law and Popular Culture  
• Law and Society Research on Free Speech  

 
International Institute for the Sociology of Law (IISL), Oñati, Spain (Spring 2003 and 2004) 

• Empirical Approaches to the Legal Profession  
 
University of California, Berkeley, Graduate Student Instructor, Legal Studies Department  

• Theories of Law and Society, Spring 1995 
• American Legal and Constitutional History, Fall 1994 
• Law, Politics, and Society, Spring 1994 
• Courts and Social Policy Legal Studies Department, Fall 1993 

 
University of California, Santa Cruz, Teaching Assistant, Legal Studies Department 

• Introduction to Legal Process (Fall 1991) 
 

LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
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Litigation Consultant/Expert Witness, San Francisco Superior Court December 1999, Hines v. Mason-
MacDuffie, Case # 989716 Provided expert testimony regarding being the target of racial harassment in 
the workplace.  
Law Clerk, Child Care Law Center, San Francisco, CA, Summer 1994  
Legal Intern, San Francisco District Attorney’s Office, General Litigation Division, Summer 1993  
Legal Intern, Santa Clara County Public Defender’s Office, Summer, 1991 


	Laura Beth Nielsen and Kat Albrecht, “Title IX Policies Must be More Student-Friendly,” Inside Higher Ed, August 15, 2022.
	Laura Beth Nielsen, “We’ve Studied Male on Male Sexual Assault: Here are Some Strategies to Help a Young Man,” Chicago Tribune, November 21, 2021.
	 Reprinted in The Winnipeg Free Press, November 21, 2021.
	Featured Guest, Revisionist History with Malcolm Gladwell, “Little Mermaid Part 1: The Golden Contract, July 2022).
	 Covered in, “Morning Brew with Malcolm Gladwell, “Ice Breakers with Malcolm Gladwell,” July 9, 2021.
	 Covered on, The Jimmy Kimmel Show, May 2021
	Featured Commentary in “The Long View: A Portrait of Ruth Bader Ginsburg in Nine Songs,” Documentary Film by Patrice Michaels, Bienen School of Music.
	 Covered in Northwestern Now (March 11, 2021)
	 Covered by The American Bar Association Journal (March 15, 2021)
	Quoted in, “In Absentia: No Latino Superior Court Judges in these Majority Latino Counties,” Rhonda Lyons, CALMatters, June 14, 2021.
	Quoted in, Facing a First Amendment Fight, a small Minnesota town allows a white supremacist church, Kim Bellware, Washington Post, Dec. 14, 2020.
	Quoted in, The Brett Kavanaugh Hearings Will Dominate the Week:  Here’s what to Watch for, Bustle, September 2018.
	Quoted in, Why “Can I Sue My Employer?” Is often the Wrong Question, by Rob Walker, New York Times Workologist, August 3, 2018.
	Participant, #MeToo Movement through a Legal Lens, Planet Lex, February 21, 2018.
	Quoted in, White Nationalist Richard Spencer is Barred from Speaking at Federal Building, Noah Weiland, New York Times, November 2, 2017.
	Time Magazine, Here’s What to Know Before you File a Sexual Harassment Lawsuit, October 17, 2017.
	FOX News, Tucker Carlson, Free Speech Causes PTSD & Smoking? (not my title), aired June 2017.
	FOX News, Tucker Carlson, Campus Antifa Network, aired August 2017.
	Quoted in, A Post-Cosby Trial Question: Is the System Stacked against Women? Susan Chira, New York Times, June 20, 2017.
	Invited Panelist, Constitution Day University of Wisconsin, Stout, Free Speech on College Campus, Menomonie, WI, October 18, 2018.
	Invited Panelist, Constitution Day Rhodes College, Free Speech on College Campus, Memphis, TN, September 17, 2018.
	Invited Speaker, University of Texas, Austin, 25th Annual Labor Law and Employment Conference CLE, Austin, TX, May 11, 2018.
	Panelist, Sexual Consent on Campus: Title IX, University Policy, and Student Responses, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, June 9, 2018.
	Author, Author Meets Reader, Rights on Trial: How Employment Discrimination Law Perpetuates Inequality (University of Chicago, 2017), Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Toronto, June 9, 2018.
	Invited Panelist, Free Speech, Intellectual Diversity, and Civil Dialogue on Campus, Arizona State University in Washington D.C., March 28, 2018.

