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Research Questions
1.What factors contribute most to the intention/decision 

to pursue an advanced degree or not?

2.What factors contribute to, and with what rank and/or 
weight, the intention/decision to pursue a JD or not?

3.What are the sources of information, by rank and/or 
weight, for making these decisions?
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Sponsors

Plus more than 12 leading law firms and corporate legal departments
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Leadership
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Tiffane Cochran
Director of Research
Access Group

Andrew Cornblatt
Dean of Admissions, Georgetown Law Center
Associate Vice President
Georgetown University

Ronit Dinovitzer
Associate Professor of Sociology
University of Toronto

Bryant Garth
Chancellor’s Professor of Law
University of California, Irvine

Athonrnia Steele
Interim Executive Director
Law School Admission Council

Chris Chapman
President and Chief Executive Officer
Access Group

Barry Currier
Managing Director
ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar

Susan Krinsky
Chair, Law School Admission Council
Associate Dean for Students and Student Services
University of Maryland

Jim Leipold
Executive Director
National Association for Law Placement

Sponsor Group Advisory Group

Deborah Hensler
Judge John W. Ford Professor of Dispute Resolution
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies
Director of Law and Policy Lab
Stanford Law School

Ajay Mehrotra
Director
American Bar Foundation

Jerome M. Organ
Professor
University of St. Thomas School of Law
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Research Firm Selection
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Issued RFP

Reviewed proposals from 5 firms

(Fall 2016)

(Fall/winter 2016/17)

(February 2017)
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Approaching the Research
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• Fluidity of the legal ecosystem

• Affordability, debt, & ROI are predominant topics

• Maybe there are other (perhaps latent) explanations
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Timeline
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• Kickoff (February 2017)

• Survey design (Spring 2017)

• Survey testing (Summer 2017)

• Survey fielded (Fall 2017)

• Analysis (Fall/Winter 2017/18)

• Post-survey focus groups (Spring 2018)

• Results (Late Spring/Summer 2018)


