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THE RISE AND FALL OF CHINESE  
LEGAL EDUCATION (MINZNER 2013) 



DOMESTIC CHALLENGES 

• Difficulty in law graduate job placement 

• The “great leap forward” of higher education in China and 

the proliferation of law schools and law students 

•  The overcrowded job market and the gloomy prospects of 

placing law graduates, even for elite law schools 

•  The devaluation of law degrees in public opinion and its 

threat to the status of elite law schools 



DOMESTIC CHALLENGES 

• Interschool stratification and ranking competition 

• The fever of developing comprehensive research universities 

and the marginalization of the five political-legal colleges 

•  The rise of new law schools of elite engineering universities 

(e.g., Tsinghua, SJTU, Zhejiang) 

• Increasing status competition to the traditional elite law 

schools (e.g. Peking, Renmin, Jilin, Wuhan, Xiamen) 



WHY INTERNATIONALIZATION? 

• Elite Chinese law schools’ pursuit of distinction in 

the age of globalization 

• The desire of elite law schools to distinguish themselves from 

the rest of Chinese legal education 

• The availability of (economic and symbolic) capital and 

government support for internationalization 

• Geographical and demographic consequences of the 

globalization of the Chinese legal profession 

 



FACULTY RECRUITMENT 











INTERNATIONALIZING  
STUDENT BODIES 

• Innovative graduate programs 

• Zhejiang’s 2+4 program and SJTU’s 3+3 program 

• Tsinghua-Temple LL.M. program 

• Peking University School of Transnational Law (STL) 

• CUPL China-EU School of Law 

• ECUPL-Wisconsin Joint LL.M. program 

• LL.M. programs in Chinese law (taught in English) 





 

 



CONCLUSION 

• The internationalization of Chinese legal education is not 

primarily driven by global institutional diffusion 

• A practical response for maintaining status and legitimacy in 

the domestic higher education system 

• Spillover effect to non-elite Chinese law schools?  

• Implications for international law schools 


